
 

Welcoming Your New Kitten 

The thought of bringing home a new kitten can be at once exciting and overwhelming. Here are 

some kitten-specific suggestions that will help make your new friend's welcome a warm and 

lasting one. 

Kitten-Proof Your Home 

Keep small items such as tinsel, rubber bands, buttons and beads out of reach–your kitten could 

choke on them. Place all electric cords out of reach. Also be aware of those household products 

and plants that may be harmful to your new kitten. 

Cat Carrier 

Bring your new kitten home in a cat carrier. Cat carriers are a safe and familiar place for your 

kitten when you visit the veterinarian or travel, and can keep your curious kitten out of trouble 

when need be. 

Litter Box 

You can help your kitten to understand what is expected by placing her in the litter box after 

feeding. Kittens do not need a full-size litter box and might do better in a box with lower sides 

(about 1 inch). 

Litter Box Training 

Watch your kitten closely. When she begins nosing in corners or squatting, place her in the litter 

box. Gently scratch the kitten's front paws in the filler, so she begins to learn that this is the place 

to deposit and bury waste. If your kitten has an accident, wipe it up with a paper towel and place 

the paper towel in the litter box. Then place the kitten in the litter box and repeat the process of 

scratching with her front paws. Do not punish your cat for having an accident. This won't help her 

to learn to use the litter box, it will only teach her not to eliminate in front of you. 

When your kitten begins to understand, don't take her good behavior for granted. Continue to 

praise her for using the litter box. 

Grooming Your New Kitten 



It is important to make your kitten feel comfortable about grooming from an early age. Look into 

her ears, eyes, nose and mouth regularly. Look at her paws to prepare her for claw trimming when 

she needs it. Brush or comb your kitten regularly. 

 


